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of approval of an information collection received on 04/20/2005.
TITLE: Northwest Region Gear Ildentification Requirements
AGENCY FORM NUMBER(S): None
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EXPIRATION DATE: 06/30/2008

BURDEN: RESPONSES HOURS COSTS($,000)
Previous 12,317 3,079 3
New 7,127 1,782 2
Difference -5,190 -1,297 -1

Program Change 0 0
Adjustment -1,297 -1

TERMS OF CLEARANCE: None

OMB Authorizing Official Title

Donald R. Arbuckle Deputy Administrator, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs




PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSION

Please read the instructions before completing this form. For additional forms or assistance in completing this form, contact y
Paperwork Clearance Officer. Send two copies of this form, the collection instrument to be reviewed, the supporting statement,
additional documentation to: Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Docket Library, Ro

725 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20503.
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and any
om 10102,

1. Agency/Subagency originating request
DOC/NOAA/NMFS

2. OMB control number
a. 0648 . 0352

b.[ ] None

3. Type of information collection (check one)
a.[ ] New Collection

b.[ ] Revision of a currently approved collection

4. Type of review requested (check one)
g. [ 1] Regular submission
c.

Emergency - Approval requested by /

Delegated

c. [[J] Extension of a currently approved collection

d.[ ] Reinstatement, without change, of a previously approved
collection for which approval has expired

e.[ ] Reinstatement, with change, of a previously approved

5. Small entities ) o o
Will this information collection have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities? [ ] Yes [ 1] No

collection for which approval has expired
f. [ ] Existing collection in use without an OMB control number

For b-f, note Item A2 of Supporting Statement instructions

6. Requested expiration date
a. [| 1] Three years from approval date b. [ ] Other Specify:_ [/

7.Tile  Northwest Region Gear Identification Requirements

8. Agency form number(s) (if applicable) N/A

9. Keywords “fishing," "fishing vessels"

10. Abstract

Regulations implementing the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fisheries Management Plan at 50 CFR 660.382 specify that federally
vessels are required to mark their fixed gear with an identifying number. This number is used by NOAA, the U.S. Coast Gual

other agencies for fishery enforcement activities.

11. Affected public (Mark primary with "P" and all others that apply with "x")

a. ___Individuals or households d. Farms
b. P Business or other for-profite. Federal Government
c. Not-for-profit institutions ~ f. State, Local or Tribal Government

12. Obligation to respond (check one)
a.[ ] Voluntary
b.[ ]Required to obtain or retain benefits
c. [1 1] Mandatory

[
[1

13. Annual recordkeeping and reporting burden

a. Number of respondents 548
b. Total annual responses 7,127

1. Percentage of these responses

collected electronically 0 %

c. Total annual hours requested 1,782
d. Current OMB inventory 3,079
e. Difference -1,297
f. Explanation of difference

1. Program change

2. Adjustment -1,297

14. Annual reporting and recordkeeping cost burden (in thousands of
dollars)
a. Total annualized capital/startup costs

b. Total annual costs (O&M)

c. Total annualized cost requested

WIN[N|O

d. Current OMB inventory

[BEY

e. Difference

f. Explanation of difference
1. Program change

2. Adjustment

15. Purpose of information collection (Mark primary with "P" and all
others that apply with "X")

a. ___ Application for benefits e. __Program planning or management
__Program evaluation f.__ Research

__General purpose statistics g._P_Regulatory or compliance

b.
C.
d. —_ Audit

16. Frequency of recordkeeping or reporting (check all that apply)
a. [ ] Recordkeeping b. [l 1] Third party disclosure
c. [ ] Reporting
1.[ ]1Onoccasion 2.[ ]Weekly
4.[ ]Quarterly 5. ]Semi-annually
7.[ ]1Biennially  8.[ ]Other (describe)

3.[ 1 Monthly
6. [ 1] Annually

17. Statistical methods
Does this information collection employ statistical methods
[ ] Yes [ 1] No

18. Agency Contact (person who can best answer questions regarding
the content of this submission)

Carrie Nordeen
(206) 526-6144

Name:
Phone:

OMB 83-I

10/95




19. Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions

On behalf of this Federal Agency, | certify that the collection of information encompassed by this request complies with
5 CFR 1320.9

NOTE: The text of 5 CFR 1320.9, and the related provisions of 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3), appear at the end of the
instructions. The certification is to be made with reference to those regulatory provisions as set forth in
the instructions.

The following is a summary of the topics, regarding the proposed collection of information, that the certification covers:

(a) It is necessary for the proper performance of agency functions;
(b) It avoids unnecessary duplication;
(c) It reduces burden on small entities;
(d) It used plain, coherent, and unambiguous terminology that is understandable to respondents;
(e) Its implementation will be consistent and compatible with current reporting and recordkeeping practices;
(f) It indicates the retention period for recordkeeping requirements;
(9) It informs respondents of the information called for under 5 CFR 1320.8(b)(3):
(i) Why the information is being collected;
(i) Use of information;
(iii) Burden estimate;
(iv) Nature of response (voluntary, required for a benefit, mandatory);
(v) Nature and extent of confidentiality; and
(vi) Need to display currently valid OMB control number;

(h) It was developed by an office that has planned and allocated resources for the efficient and effective manage-
ment and use of the information to be collected (see note in Item 19 of instructions);

(i) It uses effective and efficient statistical survey methodology; and
() It makes appropriate use of information technology.

If you are unable to certify compliance with any of the provisions, identify the item below and explain the reason in
Item 18 of the Supporting Statement.

Signature of Senior Official or designee Date

OMB 83-I

10/95




Agency Certification (signature of Assistant Administrator, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Line Office Chief Information Officer,

head of MB staff for L.O.s, or of the Director of a Program or StaffOffice)

Signature Date

signed by Alan Risenhoover 04/08/2005
Signature of NOAA Clearance Officer
Signature Date

signed by Ira M. Grossman 04/12/2005

10/95



SUPPORTING STATEMENT
NORTHWEST REGION GEAR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0352

A JUSTIFICATION

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This submission requests renewal of Office of Management and Budget (OMB) approval for
gear-marking requirements in the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery.

Gear identification requirements are necessary to help ensure the success of fisheries
management programs by facilitating fisheries law enforcement efforts. Gear marking is also
valuable in actions concerning gear damage, loss, and civil proceedings. The ability to link
fishing gear to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of regulations issued under
the authority of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Fixed-gear marking
requirements are set forth in the regulations implementing the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fisheries
Management Plan at 50 CFR 660.382(b)(ii). Relevant excerpts from these regulations are
attached. Gear-marking requirements specify that each type of fixed-gear must be marked with
the owner's identifying number.

2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.

The regulations specify that fishing gear must be marked with the vessel's official number,
federal permit or tag number, or some other specified form of identification. Law enforcement
personnel rely on this information to assure compliance with fisheries management regulations.
Gear that is not properly identified is considered a violation of Federal regulations and is
confiscated. The identifying marks on fishing gear is used by the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), United States Coast Guard (USCG), and other marine agencies in issuing
violations, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions. Gear marking also helps ensure that a
vessel harvests fish only from its own traps/pots/other gear and that traps/pots/other gears are not
illegally placed. Properly marked fishing gear facilities prosecution of gear violations, and
enhances cost-effective enforcement. Cooperating fishers also use the gear markings to report
placement or occurrence of gear in unauthorized areas. Regulation-compliant fishermen
ultimately benefit, as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided. The information collected will not be disseminated to the public; as it
consists solely of identification on gear, it is not submitted to NMFS.

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.




The requirement that fixed gear be marked with an identifying number does not lend itself to
technology.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.

Existing Federal and State requirements have been reviewed to ensure that there is no
duplication of requirements.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden.

Although nearly all vessels in the respective fisheries are categorized as small businesses, the
collection of information will not have a significant economic impact or burden on small
businesses in terms of time and resources. Therefore, no special modifications of the
requirements were considered necessary.

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

The NMFS and USCG would not be able to enforce the fishery management measures if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently. The numbers must periodically be
maintained to remain legible.

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB quidelines.

The collection is consistent with OMB guidelines.

8. Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

The attached Federal Register notice (70 FR 2615, January 14, 2005) solicited public comment
on this renewal. No comments were received. Consultation outside the agency is assured by the
Pacific Coast Groundfish regulatory process, set forth in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and implementing regulations (Pacific Coast Groundfish
Fishery Management Plan and 50 CFR 660, Subpart G).

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided to respondents.



10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, reqgulation, or agency policy.

There is no assurance of confidentiality as this is public information.

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered

private.

There is no information of a sensitive nature in this collection.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels affected is 548. There are three types of groundfish
vessels, which use the types of gear (line, pot, set-net) that must be marked. Each vessel had a
unique number of markings required because of variation in the gear. Estimating the total
number of marks in the fleet as 7,127 (please refer to the attached table for details) and 15
minutes per marking, the burden is estimated to be 1,782 hours.

Labor costs are estimated at $12 per hour. Twelve dollars per hour multiplied by 1,782 burden
hours equals approximately $21,384.

13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12

above).

The materials needed are paint and a paintbrush, or permanent ink applicator, and possibly a
stencil. With most traps or pots, marking is done by means of a commercially available plastic
tag that is fastened to the trap/pot by thin strands of wire and this tag number identifies the owner
of the trap/port. The total number of marks in the fleet is estimated at 7,127 (please refer to the
attached table for details), the average cost per marking is approximately $.25. Therefore, the
total annual cost burden is $1,781.75.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There would be no Federal cost associated with this collection because marking verification
would be included as part of other enforcement actions and no information is received to
process.

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

The burden hours and cost have been adjusted due to a re-estimate of the number of vessels
affected by the requirement.



16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

The results of this collection will not be published.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not Applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the
OMB 83-I.

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.



Table 1. Estimates for Fixed-Gear Markin

g Burden in the Pacific Groundfish Fishery

2003 OPEN ACCESS LIMITED ENTRY TOTAL FLEET
Line Pot Set Net Longline Pot Line Pot Set Net
# Vessels 270 102 37 112 27 382 129 37
# Strings* Varies 5 3 10 5 Varies 5 3
5-10 5-10
# Buoys per 1-2 2 2 2 2 1-2 2 2
string
# Markings Varies 10 6 20 10 Varies 10 6
per vessel 5-20 5-20
# Markings 3,375 1,020 222 2,240 270 5,615 1,290 222
per fleet

Total individual markings for the total groundfish fleet = 7,127 x .25 hrs per marking = 1,782 burden hrs ***

* Best estimates.

** Assumes a string of pots is set by these smaller vessels, though pots may also be individually set.

*** As some vessels may participate in both limited entry and open access, the burden may be slightly overestimated.
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GCAs apply to vessels participating in
the limited entry trawl fishery.

(1) Cowcod Conservation Areas
(CCAs). Vessels using limited entry
traw] gear are prohibited from fishing
within the CCAs. See §660.390 for the
coordinates that define the CCAs.
Limited entry trawl vessels may transit
through the Western CCA with their
gear stowed and groundfish on board
only in a corridor through the Western
CCA bounded on the north by the
latitude line at 33°00.50° N. lat., and
bounded on the south by the latitude
line at 32°59.50’ N. lat. It is unlawful to
take and retain, possess, or land
groundfish within the CCAs, except as
authorized in this paragraph, when
those waters are open to fishing.

(2) Farallon Islands. Under California
law, commercial fishing for all
groundfish is prohibited between the
shoreline and the 10 fm (18 m) depth
contour around the Farallon Islands.
(See §660.390)

(3) Cordell Banks. Commercial fishing
for groundfish is prohibited in waters
less than 100 fm (183 m) around Cordell
Banks as defined by specific latitude
and longitude coordinates at § 660.390.
[Note: California state regulations also
prohibit fishing for all greenlings of the
genus Hexagrammos, California
sheephead and ocean whitefish in this
area.]

(4) Trawl rockfish conservation areas.
The trawl RCAs are closed areas,
defined by specific latitude and
longitude coordinates designed to
approximate specific depth contours,
where fishing with limited entry trawl
gear is prohibited.

(i) Coastwide, it is unlawful to take
and retain, possess, or land any species
of fish taken with trawl gear within the
trawl RCA, except as permitted for
vessels participating in the primary
whiting season. Throughout the year,
boundaries for the trawl RCA are
provided in Table 3 (North) and Table
3 (South) of this subpart, and may be
modified by NMFS inseason pursuant to
§660.370(c). Trawl RCA boundaries are
defined by specific latitude and
longitude coordinates which are
provided at §§ 660.390 through 660.394.

(ii) Trawl vessels may transit through
the trawl RCA, with or without
groundfish on board, provided all
groundfish trawl gear is stowed either:
below deck; or if the gear cannot readily
be moved, in a secured and covered
manner, detached from all towing lines,
so that it is rendered unusable for
fishing; or remaining on deck uncovered
if the trawl doors are hung from their
stanchions and the net is disconnected
from the doors. These restrictions do not
apply to vessels fishing with mid-water

trawl gear for Pacific whiting or taking
and retaining yellowtail rockfish or
widow rockfish in association with
Pacific whiting caught with mid-water
trawl gear or to taking and retaining
yellowtail or widow rockfish with mid-
water trawl gear when trip limits are
authorized for those species.

(iii) If a vessel fishes in the trawl RCA,
it may not participate in any fishing on
that trip that is prohibited by the
restrictions that apply within the trawl
RCA. [For example, if a vessel
participates in the pink shrimp fishery
within the RCA, the vessel cannot on
the same trip participate in the DTS
fishery seaward of the RCA.] Nothing in
these Federal regulations supercede any
state regulations that may prohibit
trawling shoreward of the 3—nm state
waters boundary line.

m 15. A new §660.382 is added to read
as follows:

§660.382 Limited entry fixed gear fishery
management measures.

(a) General. Most species taken in
limited entry fixed gear (longline and
pot/trap) fisheries will be managed with
cumulative trip limits (see trip limits in
Tables 4 (North) and 4 (South) of this
subpart), size limits (see
§660.370(h)(5)), seasons (see trip limits
in Tables 4 (North) and 4 (South) of this
subpart and primary sablefish season
details in § 660.372(b)), gear restrictions
(see paragraph (b) of this section), and
closed areas (see paragraph (c) of this
section and §§ 660.390 through
660.394). Cowcod retention is
prohibited in all fisheries and
groundfish vessels operating south of
Point Conception must adhere to CCA
restrictions (see paragraph (c)(2) of this
section and § 660.390). Yelloweye
rockfish and canary rockfish retention is
prohibited in the limited entry fixed
gear fisheries. Regulations governing
and tier limits for the limited entry,
fixed gear primary sablefish season
north of 36° N. lat. are found in
§660.372. Vessels not participating in
the primary sablefish season are subject
to daily or weekly sablefish limits in
addition to cumulative limits for each
cumulative limit period. Only one
sablefish landing per week may be made
in excess of the daily trip limit and, if
the vessel chooses to make a landing in
excess of that daily trip limit, then that
is the only sablefish landing permitted
for that week. The trip limit for black
rockfish caught with hook-and-line gear
also applies, see § 660.371. The trip
limits in Table 4 (North) and Table 4
(South) of this subpart apply to vessels
participating in the limited entry
groundfish fixed gear fishery and may
not be exceeded. Federal commercial

groundfish regulations are not intended
to supersede any more restrictive state
commercial groundfish regulations
relating to federally-managed
groundfish.

(b) Gear Restrictions—(1) General.
The following types of fishing gear are
authorized in the limited entry fixed
gear fishery, with the restrictions set
forth in this section: longline and pot or
trap. Vessels participating in the limited
entry fixed gear fishery may also fish
with open access gear subject to the gear
restrictions at § 660.383(b), but will be
subject to the most restrictive trip limits
for the gear used as specified at
§660.370(h)(7).

(2) Limited entry fixed gear. (i) Fixed
gear (longline, trap or pot) must be:

(A) Marked at the surface, at each
terminal end, with a pole, flag, light,
radar reflector, and a buoy.

(B) Attended at least once every 7
days.

(ii) A buoy used to mark fixed gear
under paragraph (b)(2)(i)(A) of this
section must be marked with a number
clearly identifying the owner or operator
of the vessel. The number may be either:

(A) If required by applicable state law,
the vessel’s number, the commercial
fishing license number, or buoy brand
number; or

(B) The vessel documentation number
issued by the USCG, or, for an
undocumented vessel, the vessel
registration number issued by the state.

(3) Traps or pots. Traps must have
biodegradable escape panels
constructed with # 21 or smaller
untreated cotton twine in such a manner
that an opening at least 8 inches (20.3
cm) in diameter results when the twine
deteriorates.

(c) Groundfish Conservation Areas. A
Groundfish Conservation Area (GCA), a
type of closed area, is a geographic area
defined by coordinates expressed in
degrees latitude and longitude. The
following GCAs apply to vessels
participating in the limited entry fixed
gear fishery.

(1) Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation
Area. The latitude and longitude
coordinates of the Yelloweye Rockfish
Conservation Area (YRCA) boundaries
are specified at § 660.390. The YRCA is
designated as an area to be avoided (a
voluntary closure) by commercial fixed
gear fishermen.

(2) Cowcod Conservation Areas. The
latitude and longitude coordinates of
the Cowcod Conservation Areas (CCAs)
boundaries are specified at § 660.390.
Fishing with limited entry fixed gear is
prohibited within the CCAs, except that
fishing for “other flatfish” is permitted
within the CCAs using no more than 12
hooks, “Number 2" or smaller, which



M agnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
Public Law 94-265
As amended through October 11, 1996
SEC. 303. CONTENTSOF FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS 16 U.S.C. 1853
95-354, 99-659, 101-627, 104-297

(a) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by any
Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, shall--

(1) contain the conservation and management measures, gpplicable to foreign fishing and
fishing by vessdls of the United States, which are--

(A) necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery
to prevent overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks, and to protect, restore, and promote
the long-term hedlth and gability of the fishery;

(B) described in this subsection or subsection (b), or both; and

(C) consgent with the nationa standards, the other provisions of this Act,
regulations implementing recommendations by internationd organizations in which the
United States participates (including but not limited to closed areas, quotas, and sze
limits), and any other gpplicable law;

(2) contain adecription of the fishery, including, but not limited to, the number of vessds
involved, the type and quantity of fishing gear used, the species of fish involved and their location, the
cost likely to be incurred in management, actua and potentid revenues from the fishery, any
recregtiond interest in the fishery, and the nature and extent of foreign fishing and Indian treaty fishing
rights, if any;

(3) assess and specify the present and probable future condition of, and the maximum
sudtainable yield and optimum yield from, the fishery, and include a summary of the information
utilized in making such specification;

(4) assess and specify--

(A) the capacity and the extent to which fishing vessdls of the United States,
on an annud badgs, will harvest the optimum yield specified under paragraph (3),

(B) the portion of such optimum yield which, on an annua basis, will not be
harvested by fishing vessds of the United States and can be made available for foreign
fishing, and

(C) the capacity and extent to which United States fish processors, on an annua
basis, will process that portion of such optimum yield that will be harvested by fishing
vesss of the United States,



(5) specify the pertinent data which shdl be submitted to the Secretary with respect to
commercid, recreationd, and charter fishing in the fishery, including, but not limited to,
information regarding the type and quantity of fishing gear used, catch by species in numbers of
fish or weight thereof, areasin which fishing was engaged in, time of fishing, number of hauls, and the
estimated processing capacity of, and the actud processing capacity utilized by, United States fish
processors;

(6) consider and provide for temporary adjustments, after consultation with the Coast
Guard and persons utilizing the fishery, regarding access to the fishery for vessels otherwise
prevented from harvesting because of weather or other ocean conditions affecting the safe
conduct of the fishery; except that the adjustment shdl not adversely affect conservation efforts in other
fisheries or discriminate among participants in the affected fishery;

(7) decribe and identify essentid fish habitat for the fishery based on the guiddines
established by the Secretary under section 305(b)(1)(A), minimize to the extent practicable
adverse effects on such habitat caused by fishing, and identify other actions to encourage the
conservation and enhancement of such habitet;

(8) in the case of afishery management plan that, after January 1, 1991, is submitted to the
Secretary for review under section 304(a) (including any plan for which an amendment is
submitted to the Secretary for such review) or is prepared by the Secretary, assess and specify the
nature and extent of scientific data which is needed for effective implementation of the plan;

(9) include afishery impact statement for the plan or amendment (in the case of aplan or
amendment thereto submitted to or prepared by the Secretary after October 1, 1990) which shall
assess, oecify, and describe the likely effects, if any, of the conservation and management
measures on--

(A) paticipants in the fisheries and fishing communities affected by the plan or
amendment; and

(B) participants in the fisheries conducted in adjacent areas under the authority of
another Council, after consultation with such Council and representatives of those participants;

(10) specify objective and measurable criteria for identifying when the fishery to which the plan
gopliesis overfished (with an andyss of how the criteria were determined and the
relationship of the criteria to the reproductive potentid of stocks of fish in that fishery) and, in the case
of afishery which the Council or the Secretary has determined is gpproaching an overfished condition
or is overfished, contain conservation and management measures to prevent overfishing or end
overfishing and rebuild the fishery;

(11) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of



bycatch occurring in the fishery, and include conservation and management measures thet, to the
extent practicable and in the following priority--

(A) minimize bycatch; and

(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided;

(12) assessthe type and amount of fish caught and released dive during recrestiond

fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish, and
include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize mortaity and
enaure the extended surviva of such figh;

(13) include a description of the commercid, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery and, to the extent practicable, quantify trendsin landings of the
managed fishery resource by the commercid, recreational, and charter fishing sectors; and

(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overdl harvest in afishery are necessary, dlocate any harvest redtrictions or
recovery benefits fairly and equitably among the commercid, recregtiond, and charter fishing
sectorsin thefishery.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by
any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may--

(2) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with respect
to--

(A) any fishing vesd of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the
exclusive economic zone [or specid areas)* or for anadromous species or Continental
Shdlf fishery resources beyond such zone [or areas]*;

(B) the operator of any such vessd; or

(C) any United States fish processor who firg recaives fish that are subject to the

plan;

(2) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shdl be limited, or shdl not be
permitted, or shdl be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessdls or with specified types
and quantities of fishing gear;

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the conservation and
management of the fishery on the--
(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, Size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, tota
biomass, or other factors);
(B) sde of fish caught during commercid, recregtiond, or charter fishing,
congstent with any applicable Federd and State safety and quadity requirements; and



(©) transshipment or trangportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204,

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessdls, or equipment for such vessals, including devices which may be required to
facilitate enforcement of the provisons of this Act;

(5) incorporate (consstent with the nationa standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other gpplicable law) the reevant fishery conservation and management measures of the
coastal States nearest to the fishery;

(6) establish alimited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yidd if, in
developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account--

(A) present participation in the fishery,

(B) higtoricd fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery,

(C) the economics of the fishery,

(D) the capatiility of fishing vessdls used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries,

(E) the culturd and socid framework relevant to the fishery and any affected
fishing communities and

(F) any other relevant considerations,

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
(other than economic data) which are necessary for the conservation and management of the

fishery;

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board avessd of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such avesse shdl not
be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessdl for the quartering of an
observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the health or
safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessal would be jeopardized,;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturaly spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(10) include, consstent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear group to
employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower leves of the mortdity of
bycatch;

(11) reserve aportion of the alowable biologica catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research; and



(12) prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and regtrictions as are
determined to be necessary and gppropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery.

97-453, 104-297

(c) PROPOSED REGUL ATIONS.--Proposed regulations which the Council deems necessary
or appropriate for the purposes of --

(1) implementing a fishery management plan or plan amendment shal be submitted to the
Secretary smultaneoudy with the plan or anendment under section 304; and

(2) making modifications to regulations implementing a fishery management plan or plan
amendment may be submitted to the Secretary a any time after the plan or amendment is
approved under section 304.
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buoy displaying the vessel identification
number of the vessel and attach a light
visible for two miles on a night with
good visibility. The marking of gear aids
law enforcement and enables other
fishermen to report on gear placed in
unauthorized areas.

There currently are no foreign vessels
authorized to do fishing that would be
subject to this requirement.

II. Method of Collection

No information is collected.
III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0354.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 1.

Estimated Time Per Response: 15
minutes per marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 05-838 Filed 1-13-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 011105F]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Northwest Region
Gear Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Carrie Nordeen, National
Marine Fisheries Service (NFMS), 7600
Sand Point Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98115
(or via the Internet at
carrie.nordeen@noaa.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The success of fisheries management
programs depends significantly on
regulatory compliance. The
requirements that fishing gear be
marked are essential to facilitate
enforcement. The ability to link fishing
gear to the vessel owner or operator is
crucial to the enforcement of regulations
issued under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. The
marking of fishing gear is also valuable
in actions concerning damage, loss, and
civil proceedings. The regulations
specify fishing gear must be marked
with the vessel’s official number, federal
permit or tag number, or some other
specified form of identification. The
regulations further specify how the gear
is to be marked (e.g., location and color).
Law enforcement personnel rely on this
information to assure compliance with

fisheries management regulations. Gear
that is not properly identified is
confiscated. The identifying number on
fishing gear is used by NMFS, the U.S.
Coast Guard, and other marine agencies
in issuing violations, prosecutions, and
other enforcement actions. Gear marking
helps ensure that a vessel harvests fish
only from its own traps/pots/other gear
and that traps/pots/other gear are not
illegally placed. Gear violations are
more readily prosecuted when the gear
is marked, allowing for more cost
effective enforcement. Cooperating
fishermen also use the number to report
placement or occurrence of gear in
unauthorized areas. Regulation-
compliant fishermen ultimately benefit
as unauthorized and illegal fishing is
deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

II. Method of Collection

The physical marking of fishing buoys
is done by the affected public
(fishermen in the Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery) according to
regulation. No information is collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0352.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
548.

Estimated Time Per Response: 15
minutes per marking (with an average of
12 markings per vessel).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,782.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $23,166.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.
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Dated: January 7, 2005.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 05-839 Filed 1-13-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 011105D]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Northwest Region
Vessel Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506 (c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Jamie Goen, NMFS, 7600
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115
(phone 206-526—4646).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The success of fisheries management
programs depends significantly on
regulatory compliance. The vessel
identification requirement is essential to
facilitate enforcement. The ability to
link fishing or other activity to the
vessel owner or operator is crucial to
enforcement of regulations issued under
the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. A vessel’s official number is
required to be displayed on the port and
starboard sides of the deckhouse or hull,
and on a weather deck. It identifies each
vessel and should be visible at distances
at sea and in the air. Vessels that qualify
for particular fisheries are readily

identified, gear violations are more
readily prosecuted, and this allows for
more cost-effective enforcement.
Cooperating fishermen also use the
number to report suspicious activities
that they observe. Regulation-compliant
fishermen ultimately benefit as
unauthorized and illegal fishing is
deterred and more burdensome
regulations are avoided.

I1. Method of Collection

Fishing vessel owners physically
mark vessel with identification numbers
in three locations per vessel. No
information is collected.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0355.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations (fishermen in the
Open Access and Limited Entry Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,693.

Estimated Time Per Response: 45
minutes (15 minutes per marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,270 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $59,255 ($35 per vessel).

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: January 7, 2005.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 05-840 Filed 1-13-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 011005C]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Data Collection on
Marine Protected and Managed Areas

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 15, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Lani Watson, Special
Projects Office, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, SSMC4,
1305 East West Highway, Room 9431,
Silver Spring, MD 20910, or via email at
Lani.Watson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

Executive Order 13158 directs the
Department of Commerce and the
Department of the Interior to work with
partners to strengthen the protection of
U.S. ocean and coastal resources by
developing a national system of marine
protected areas. The Departments of
Commerce and the Interior plan to work
closely with state, territorial, local, and
tribal governments, as well as other
stakeholders, to identify and inventory
the Nation’s existing marine protected
areas. Toward this end, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the
Department of the Interior (DOI) have
created a dataform, available on a
password protected website, to be used
as a survey tool to collect and analyze
information on these existing sites. This
survey will allow NOAA and DOI to
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